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Kia ora whānau,  
 
COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) update 
We know that some parents have concerns about their child/ren attending school 
at the moment, some of which may be due to what you are seeing in the media 
about other countries. Whilst it may cause a lot of anxiety and questions, we aim 
to simply inform parents of the most common sense strategies that will keep    
everyone as safe as possible. We have also informed students of the following 
good practices: 
Good hygiene practices (at school and home) 
Wash your hands with soapy water as often as possible and keep all working   
surfaces clean, including devices. Drink water out of your own cup/bottle or      
container and not directly from water fountains. The sharing of food with friends is 
to be avoided (taking sips or bites from food), rather give them individually 
wrapped food if you can. Avoid close contact this includes kissing, hugging and 
general PDA. 
Avoid large gatherings at all costs 
All team sports and events have been cancelled or postponed. If possible restrict 
travel and stay local. 
Encouraging student attendance  
There’s a simple rule here– if students are unwell (whether or not their illness   
relates to COVID-19) they should stay at home. Students who are well should 
continue to attend school and early learning centres as these environments      
remain safe and are the best place for their learning. In the meantime we will con-
tinue to be provided with the latest information and    guidance from the Ministries 
of Education and Health, so that Principals and Boards can make well-informed 
decisions based on their particular circumstances. 
 
It may be worthwhile to note that although we are seeing large-scale school    
shutdowns elsewhere in the world, in New Zealand we still have no community 
transmission. Consequently any decisions about school closures will be made on 
a case by case basis. I need to make it very clear that we have no registered    
cases of COVID-19 in Piopio or Te Kuiti at present, and if someone was to test 
positive at any point, the Ministry of Health will put out media statements          
immediately, as the impact of rumours has a negative effect on the pandemic   
management of this event. Please contact the helplines if you have any concerns: 
 

 Healthline: 0800 358 5453  

 Ministry of Health: 0800 855 066 or email info@health.govt.nz 
  
Informing reception of illness of students 
Please keep our admin staff informed of medical conditions and absenteeism due 
to medical reasons so we can also be up to date and ensure our records reflect 
what is going on. We will also monitor the students that we know need support 
and additional care. 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
 
Johan van Deventer 
Principal/Tumuaki 



Sports Corner 
 
Kia ora whānau, 
 
We have had an awesome term so far with sport! 
Unfortunately our sporting calendar has had to be cut short in response 
to the PM's announcement regarding mass gatherings. Arrangements 
have been made to ensure the safety of our students, their whānau and the community  We do understand 
that students and their whānau may be disappointed and I empathise with you all. We will keep you updated 
the best we can in regards to sports codes as soon as we have the information ourselves.  
Please see the list below of the events we have information for already.  
1. Rugby Girls Sevens McQuilkin Cup was cancelled for Tuesday 
2. WaiBop inter-school athletics was cancelled for Wednesday 
3. King Country Inters-schools Swimming championship was cancelled for today/Friday. 
4. Waka Ama Nationals- cancelled 
5. Piopio College Athletics- postponed until term 4 
Any payments for travel costs or entry fees will be considered as refundable, depending on the organising 
body. Please see the front office to get this sorted.  
 
King Country Athletics 
A team of athletes headed off to the Te Awamutu Stadium last Tuesday 10 March to compete at the King 
Country Inter-schools Athletics Championships. We had some great results against schools much larger than 
ours. Results: 
Potahi McTainsh who placed 3rd in the Junior Girls Long Jump 
Paris Keightley who placed 1st in the Senior Girls 400m  
Wairere Brown-Muraahi who place 1st in the Junior Boys 800m 
Jessie James who placed 1st in the Intermediate Girls Javelin, smashing the record. 
Well done to Wairere and Jessie who qualified to compete at the WAIBOP Athletics Championships however, 
were unable to go due to it being cancelled.  
 
Recreation Gym Users 
We are so lucky that the Rec Centre Gym Committee allows our students to join up and work out at the gym 
during lunch breaks. This week they organised two personal trainers to work with the students which was    
awesome! Thank you to the committee and Kimberley Cody for her work around this.  
Just a reminder that students must be 16 years of age to go down during school at lunch. They must also  
complete a student/school contract and fill in the gym membership paperwork required by the gym. There is a 
membership fee of $30 per term to be paid to the gym.  
There are still a number of students who have not handed in their student/school contracts and therefore will 
not be able to use the gym until this is in. Please make sure to get this paperwork to the office ASAP if you 
wish to work out at the gym.  
 
Thanks, 
Mrs Lucy Thomas, Sports Coordinator  

'When a student is ready, the teacher will appear. When a student is truly 
ready, the teacher will disappear.' An opening statement from a former  
student of Piopio College to our senior students on Tuesday. Raupatu 
Ormsby is a diving instructor with the New Zealand Navy and has enjoyed 
the role for a number of years. Our seniors were attentive throughout the 
presentation, listening to the many opportunities the New Zealand        
Defence Force has to offer.  An address to inspire students thinking about 
a vocational pathway. Thank you Raupatu for giving our students choices 
to think about. 
Tau ke to korero ki nga tauira. 
 



Wintec Decking Project 
Piopio College were the first team to finish their deck project. Awesome! They will stain/ protect their deck next 
week. Piopio College students listen to instructions, work well together and are 
responsible young gentleman. We are very proud of Piopio College students 
because they then went on to help other teams with their decks. Mahi tahi!  

Please note that next week Mr Nation (Music teacher) will be here on Thursday 26 March not  

Monday 23 March. So please bring your instruments in on Thursday and not Monday. 

Digital citizenship and Cybersafety Mobile phones, iPods and accessories are not an acceptable 

classroom item and must remain in bags during lessons. If they are brought into school, it is entirely at the 

student's own risk. The school does not take responsibility for these items.  

Library News. There are lots of new and interesting books down here in the library, here are just a few 

that I have put out on the shelves in the last couple of weeks. I am also trying to expand the selection of 

Graphic Novels so keep watching this space for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-    Hug a tree               Project Droid              Spectacular School        Real Pigeons           Violent Volcanoes   

- Geronimo by,                     by,                               Trip by,                Splash Back by,                   by,                

Geronimo Stilton           Nancy Krulik                    Liz Pichon            Andrew McDonald          Anita Ganeri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No such things as          The Lost Heir                Straight on till         Stallion Challenges        Women Equality    

-   Dragons by,                       by,                          Morning by,                     by,                                 by,              -  

-  Phillip Reeve            Tui T Sutherland              Liz Braswell              Kelly Wilson                  Helen Clark 




